


















AFGP-2002-800078-001-0071 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate     ---Marwan---

Praise Allah, we seek his help and his forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from the evil of 
ourselves. Whomsoever Allah guides will never be astray, and whomsoever Allah leaves astray, 
no one can guide. Whatever can be made easy you made it easy, I pray and greet the one who is 
raised as mercy for the worlds, and his family, companions and those who follow him with 
kindness till the Day of Judgment!

I was born and raised in the blessed country of Syria, through the prayers of the blessed prophet, 
in Latakia city. I finished my high school there, in both science and arts. Then I continued my 
college education at the Commerce Institute, and left it too soon to work in Riyadh. I worked 
there as a driver and general bookkeeper at a restaurant. I left to Pakistan after one year and few 
months to get to Afghanistan and prepare for jihad for the sake of Allah. Allah knows who is 
dedicated for his sake. I moved from Karachi to Quetta to Boldak, to Kandahar, to Kabul and 
then to Al-Faruq camp. I spent my childhood at an institute for learning the Quran and left there 
before I finished my high school. I left due to doctrinal conflicts since I changed from an Alevis 
belief to Salafist (Albany’s Salafy). Few years later I read books about Al-Murji’ah doctrines and 
responses to Albany in Suspension doctrine. Praise God who guided me to this path. During that 
time a radio station transmitting from northern Lebanon used to reach us. It broadcasted Sunnah 
doctrines of sheik Salman and sheikh Safar, and jihad songs. I was impressed by it and praise 
Allah. Nothing changed when I left to the Arabian Peninsula [TC: Illegible] At the book fare in 
Riyadh I read a book written by sheikh ‘Abd-al-Qadir ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz [TC: Illegible] and other 
books of sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri in response to the Muslim Brotherhood. Also read a book 
for sheikh Ali Bilhaj, and a book about Jihad and Discernment for sheikh Abu-Qutadah which 
rooted in me the theory of assembly. I stayed in room number 1 at the training camp. Radwan al-
Maghribi stayed with me in the room. Radwan lived in London and was trained by London 
sheikhs/Abu-Qutadah, Abu-Nasir, Abu al-Muntasir and Abu-al-Walid. Also Abu-Zubaidah from 
the land of Hijaz, Arabian Peninsula lived with us. He is polite person and of good belief. The 
other was Abu-Dijanah al-Sury who claimed he came from Qamishly (North East of Syria) and 
lived in the Emirates. He was naive in many things, and I always tried to answer his questions 
and interact with him. He made many complaints about cold weather and illnesses, especially in
the afternoon prayer. At times he would curse us for waking him when it was time for sunrise 
prayer. The other man was Abu-Muhammad al-Yamani who stayed often in our room. I do not 
know anything about him. Another person was Abu-Muhammad Al-Yamani who rarely came to 
our room and I do not know anything about him. And another person by the name of Salman al-
Yamani who was very impressed with sheikh Al-Albany’s teachings and attacked Abu-Basir 
several times in response to the Suspension theory of sheikh Al-Albany.          
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They brought us to Quetta. We probably stayed there for two days waiting for Ni’mat-Allah who 
transports the brothers to the interior. Brother Abu-‘Abdallah Al-Sury was at the guest house. He 
came from Syria, to Turkey then to Zahdan city in Iran, and from there to Quetta. One of the 
brothers brought him to Quetta. Brother al-Muthanna al-Namiry and a Kuwaiti brother left 
Afghanistan. A group of Yemeni brothers came with Ni’amat-Allah from Afghanistan to Quetta.
We entered Afghanistan in the morning in two vehicles. Of those who were with us, I remember 
brother Salah Abu-‘Abdallah al-Sury, and Abu-‘Isaal-Mughrabi. Al-Sury arrived Quetta on a 
plane that came from Karachi. Brother Bismillah also was with us in the car and was in charge of 
our entry to the country. We reached Kandahar’s guest house after switching the vehicles in 
Buldak. We stayed at the guest house about two months to attend the Shari’a session.
I visited Sheikh. Abu-‘Abdallah at the airport twice. We also met sheikh Abu-Hafs al-Masri at 
the end of the session.  When it was time to leave to Kabul, two brethren came over to Kandahar 
guest house to take us to the interior. One of them was Bismillah and the other we met in 
Karachi, I think that was Badr. I asked him for the phone number and he told me it has changed.    
We reached Kabul with about 11 brothers and stayed at Kabul guest house for 2 days. After we 
did our shopping in the market, we moved to Al-Faruq camp to attend the basic training session
with the trainer, brother Abu-‘Azzam. After about 20 days brothers Abd-al-Rahman al-Masri and 
‘Azzam Abd-al-‘Aziz came over and asked trainer ‘Azzam for a group of men. Brother Abu-
‘Azzam picked me and (Bilal, Ma’az, and Faruq al-Ansari al-Iraqi). He told us that they needed 
men to carry the ammunition and we may go to Kandahar. Shortly after arriving Kabul we went 
to Kandahar in a rented car together with ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Masry, ‘Azzam ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz, 
Bilal and me. We reached Kandahar before sunrise. They woke me up in the morning and 
brought me to this bathroom to write these papers. 

Your brother Marwan [TC: Illegible] 23 years old 

My belongings and passport are with securities number 31, in the name of 
Basim Abu-‘Umar al-Sury. 
Receipt of (my belongings and passport) are together with the phone book are at al-Faruq camp.
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In the name of God, Most Merciful, Most Compassionate 
S9/16-12 1M Marwan

                                                                                               1420
[TC: Corresponding to 20 or 21 March 2000] 

Oh God! All praise is due to you for the exaltedness of your face and your mighty power. Prayer 
and peace be upon the one who was sent to those with burdens as a herald and an omen, and 
peace upon his kin, companions, and followers who will lead after him till Judgment Day.  O 
God! I pray you for the wellbeing of the Muslims. God! I forgave your servants, so please 
forgive me the day I stand before you.  
I was abiding by all the regulations at the camp and I never left it unless in a group or for a 
training. Lately, the trainer, brother 'Azzam appointed me as the leader of room #1 instead of 
Abu-'Ubaydah. That was a normal change for most of the group leaders. When I assumed my 
role, I borrowed from the library a book by Sheikh 'Abdallah 'Azzam about al-Tawbah Chapter. I 
thought of reading it in the room after reciting some verses from the al-Tawbah Chapter after 
dinner.  We had a half hour break between dinner and the evening prayer.  I thought of making 
use of it by reading this chapter. During the evening prayer at the mosque, I called the first group 
to hurry up and assemble in the room and after our gathering; I found out that the book was 
written in Urdu. I had not reviewed the pages when I borrowed it (I was familiar with the content 
as I read it when I lived in the Arabian Peninsula). Thus, I returned the book to the library and 
gave up on the idea since the brethren in the group were not thrilled about it. I borrowed several 
books for my personal reading, titled “The Path to Faith” by Sheikh al-Zanadani and another 
titled Comparative Religions by Dr. Ahmad Shalabi, and a book of English Grammar lessons. I
almost finished the first two books, and I still have them in my room.  I have not returned them
yet. The only discussion that occurred in our room was regarding “Al-Marji’a”, where Salman 
al-Yamani strongly criticized Abu-Basir by calling him Abu-A’ma for contradicting al-Albani in 
his book. So, I advised him that this is a mockery and it is not permissible, besides that, it was
not a beneficial scientific discussion. The subject then changed to jurisprudential matters such as 
placing the forehead on the ground at prostration, praying out loud and others. The conversation 
between Abu-'Ubaydah and Salman covered mostly the views of the different sheiks and what a
certain sheikh does and does not with regards to certain matters. I said, “Glory to God!  Salafism 
has changed into Sufism. I added, “Ibn-al-Qayyim said, God has said, His messenger said and 
the companions said”. I then added, if you want to talk about religion and spread the knowledge, 
stick to what Ibn-al-Qayyim said and that discussion ended.  

During the last days, we were rehearsing some skills and Abu-Muss’ab al-Suri was sitting by my 
side. I asked him about the urban warfare and explosive making lessons, he informed me that, he 
teaches urban fighting and other things at his camp and that other people accuse him of being a 
Takfiri. However, he is not so, just a bit extremist and does not respect the scholars.  He ended 
the conversation and this was the first time I ever heard about Abu-Mus'ab al-Suri. I also heard 
from another man who claimed to be an Uzbek that Abu-Mus'ab teaches Takfiri ideology to 
people. 
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2/   2/ Marwan  
Continued from the previous page  

Prior to that, when we were in the Kandahar guesthouse, Abu-'Abdallah al-Suri was with us. He 
had a lot of childish behaviors and gossiped a lot. He claimed that he came through Iran to 
Zahadan and from there he was smuggled to Quetta and that he was from the Damascus villages. 
I first met him in Quetta guesthouse and he stayed with me in the room at the Kandahar 
guesthouse. He attended the Shari'ah course with us and skipped the group prayer at dawn many 
times because of his very deep sleep and his excuses of the cold weather. One time during one of 
the classes, the sheikh was talking about wiping the soles of the feet, Abu-'Abdallah interrupted 
him in a loud voice with a silly question “How would one wipe his soles if his legs were 
amputated?” He did many of these funny interruptions during classes. Once we were attending a 
class on Quranic interpretation, and about five minutes before the end, he interrupted the 
instructor in a loud voice and said, “You have five minutes left for your class.” Astonishingly the 
instructor said I know that! Then Abu-'Abdallah said, “So you better avoid arguing with the next 
class instructor!”  The poor instructor's eyes watered with tears, ended the class in five minutes 
and left.    
Abu-'Abdallah said that he had a good friend at the Khost Camp that he wanted to visit, because 
he was waiting for him. We went to Kabul a day before he did, and I then met him there. I went 
to al-Faruq Camp and heard that he went to Khost Camp. The other person with us in the room at 
Kandahar guesthouse was al-Mughamir al-Shami Tamim. He was mature and passionate for 
Islam. He used to organize security at the guesthouse. He had relatives in Germany and lived in 
Algeria for a while, and I believe in Yemen as well.  When I moved to Kabul, I left my leather 
jacket behind as he asked me for it. He then returned it back to me when we were at camp. I also 
became aware that he went to the frontline with the camp brethren whom occasionally went to 
Kabul for medical reasons. There was another man who introduced himself as Abu Ahmad al-
`Umani. I think he was from Sudan because he had a Sudanese accent when he recited the 
Qur'an. He was serious about getting educated, and he read a lot, and did not waste his time. I 
often saw him at the institute's library near the guesthouse. 

Number (2) 
Marwan
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At the camp, I was committed to training and never exited the camp unless for security or 
training reason. Recently, my trainer Bother `Azzam assigned me as the head of the group in 
room No.1.  
These changes occurred in different groups and our former Emir was Abu `Ubaydah from the 
Arabian Peninsula. I decided to institute a new program for the group, between dinner and 
evening prayers where we have a period of approximately thirty minutes. I borrowed from the 
library a book by Sheikh 'Abdallah ‘Azzam regarding al-Tawbah chapter. This book consists of 
transcribed tapes. During dinner I called group #1 to assemble right after dinner in the room. 
When we gathered, I realized that the book was written in Urdu; I did not review it when I
borrowed it because I was familiar with the content since I read it earlier when I was in the
Arabian Peninsula. Thus, I returned the book to the library and gave up on the idea since the 
brethren in the group were not thrilled about it. I borrowed several books for my personal 
reading, titled “The Path to Faith” by Sheikh al-Zanadani and another titled Comparative 
Religions by Dr. Ahmad Shalabi, and a book of English Grammar lessons. I almost finished the 
first two books, and the books are still checked out under my name since I have not returned 
them yet; they are in the room at the camp. At the camp, the trainer Brother 'Azzam selected 
Bilal, Ma'adh, Faruq al-Ansari al-'Iraqi and myself and told us that they may need us to transport 
ammunition. So we left the camp to Kabul.  At the time, we were taking skills classes, which is 
the final stage.  Brother Abu Mus`ab-al-Suri who was in charge of organizing the security at the 
camp was sitting next to me.  I asked him about urban fighting and explosive making and he
informed me that his camp focuses on urban fighting. He informed me that “some people believe 
that he is a Takfiri however, he is not like that but he is somewhat extremist and does not respect
the scholars” This was the first time I ever heard about Abu-Mus'ab al-Suri, after reading some 
of his leaflets at the Kabul guesthouse before joining the camp. In which he discusses the 
beginning of Jihad in Yemen.  

Number 1 
Marwan
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